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indeed, yet of royal extraction in the female line, and,
what was more, not without pretensions to that very
succession which she coveted. Henry Lord Darnley,
son of Matthew Stuart, Earl of Lennox, was, by his
father's side, of the royal family of Scotland, while
his mother was the daughter of Margaret Tudor, sister
of Henry vin., by her second husband, the Earl of
Angus. Born and brought up in England, where his
father had been long an exile, he was reckoned as an
Englishman, which, in the opinion of many lawyers,
was essential as a qualification for the crown. He
was also a Catholic, and if Elizabeth had died at this
time, it was perhaps Darnley, rather than Mary, whom
the Catholics would have tried to place on the throne.
Elizabeth had promised that, if Mary would marry
an English nobleman, she would do her best to get
Mary's -title recognised by Parliament. To Elizabeth,
therefore, Mary now turned, with the request that
she would point out such a nobleman, not without
a hope that she would name Darnley (March 1564).
But, to Mary's mortification, she formally recommended
Lord'Robert Dudley.

This recommendation has often been treated as if
it was a sorry joke perpetrated by Elizabeth, who had
never any intention of furthering, or even permitting,
such a match. But nothing is more certain than that
Elizabeth was most anxious to bring it about; and
it affords a decisive proof that her feeling for Dudley,
whatever name she herself may have put to it, was
not what is usually called love. Cecil and all her
most intimate advisers entertained no doubt that she
was sincere. She undertook, if Mary would accept